Vaccination

What is a vaccine?
A vaccine is a substance that stimulates the immune response of an organism. The aim of
the vaccine is to prevent or control an infection.

Which types of vaccine are available for poultry?

There are two kinds of vaccines, the live and the inactivated vaccine. The live vaccines are
relatively cheap to administer as most are administered via spray or the drinking water. They
normally produce short protection and they are normally used in growing birds, which have a
relatively short life.

The inactivated vaccines have to be injected individually in each bird. They produce a long
protection and therefore they are normally used in breeding or laying birds. These vaccines
are more effective if the birds have been previously primed with a live vaccine.

Which factors should | take into consideration to establish a vaccination programme?
There are mainly four factors that will influence the success of a vaccination programme and
these are:

The type of the vaccine used

The immune system and health of the birds

The infectious pressure of the site (amount of disease challenge)
The method of administration

The vaccination programmes are, therefore, designed to each individual farm. If you would
like to discuss your current vaccination programme with us or would like to set up a new
vaccination programme, (link to contact us)



